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Was it Venus

or a
'real'

flyingsaucer?
CAPTAINGORDONSAVAGEthoughthe sawa "flyingsaucer"60 milesfromSydneyyes-
terday,then decidedit was the planetVenus—

and now doesn'tknow what it was.

The objectwas "a vivid
light,alternatingfrom red
to white,"and Dr. R. Wool-

ley, Commonwealth Astro-
nomer,ruledout Venuson
that description.

CaptainSavage'swife is un-
convincedby the "Venus
theory,"and his co-pilot, First
officerFrank Hastilow,says
frankly that he has "no theory

to accountfor it."

Last night CaptainSavage
himselfgave the impression
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that he had evolved the "Venus

theory" to reassurehimself
ratherthan to convinceothers.

The men were flyingat 3,000ft,

whentheyfirstnoticedthe ob-
ect.

They turned towardit, and it
turnedwith them. They rose

to get aboveit, and it rosetoo.

"Vanished"
"Thenit vanished,"said Cap-

tain Savage,who has nearly
5,000flyinghoursto his credit

and a D.F.C.

"I put out our
navigation

lightsto lureit back.

"I thoughtit mighthave
been some sort of super-super

jet taking a look at Sydney.As
soonas my lightswentout,it
came back.

"I chasedit again,and it
vanishedafter a few minutes.

It seemedto fade into the
mist."

CaptainSavage admittedthat
his "Venustheory"could be
validonlyif a bright planethad
risenat 3.10a.m.(thetimehe
saw the

"saucer"),
and if his

aircraftwere in line with a
break in clouds which obscured

other planetsand stars.
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Dr. Woolleysaid:"If it was
a vividred and whitelight,both
Venusand Jupiterare out.

"If it had been a steady

white,the Venustheoryis just
possible.

"By the time they landedat
Mascot,3.30, Venus would have
risen,but what they saw sounds

like some other aircraftto
me."

First OfficerHastilow, who
has over 4,500flyinghours,said:
"I've had plentyof experience

with phenomena- Northern
Lightsin Europe,shootingstars,
and all that kind of thing, but
I neversaw anythinglike it
before."

Mrs. Savageis worriedabout
it all."I hopehe doesn'tchase
anotherone," she said. "He'll
get himself killed."

Her husbandgrinnedand re-
plied:"I hopeI do see another

—I'll try and get a betterlook
next time."
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Captain Gordon Savage,
D.F.C.
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FirstOfficerF. E.
Hastilow


